2» Phonology 

Anyva is spoken with the tongue forward in the mouth. One of the 
Nilotic customs of this tribe is to remove the lover incisor and canine 
teeth (see Bender 1975c :lU), €tnd the characteristic position of the 
tongue at rest is lying against the lower lip in the space vacated by 
these teeth. This tongue position is difficult for some foreigners to 
master, and we seem to them to be talking "in our throats", 

2.1. Consonants 

Stops. Both voiceless aspirated and voiced stops occur: /p^, t^, 
Tsr^ b, d, g/. The voiced stops do not occur in word-final position, but 
are replaced by their voiceless counterparts. 

Affricates. There are voiceless and voiced inter-dental and fronted 
palatal affricates: /t , d^, c, j/. The fricative [3] occurs as an al- 
lophone of /d^/, in non-initial position, when not geminated, while /d*/ 
CLlways occurs word-initial. (Word-finally, /d^/ devoices to /t°/; 
the contrast of ^ vs d^ is seen in t^aano "to heat" vs 6P a.aiio "person"). 

Nasals. There are five nasals, /m, n, n, p, q,/, of which /n/ is 
rare. 

The /r/ is flapped, becoming trilled by gemination in certain 
plurals, and also occurs trilled in some final positions. The voiced 
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lateral /I/ occurs, and semi -vowels /w/ and /y/, 

Westermann observes that certain consonants when final are mute 
[unreleased), being pronovmced with a closing of the larynx, so as to 
be inaudible except for the closing of the larynx (ibid,: 1U3). Con- 
sonants with this feature are /p, t, k, c, p/. 

All consonants may be labialized, except that no examples of 
labialized /a/ are known; this may be because /a/ itself is so rare 
(J. Keefer 19T6). 



Chext of Consonants 





Bilab. 


Interdent . 


a: 


Stops vl. 


P^ 




t^ 


vd. 


b 




d 


Affricates vl. 




t« 




vd. 




d5 




Nasals 


m 


n 


n 


Flaps 






r 


Laterals 






1 


Semi-vowels 


w 






2.2 Vowels. 









Alv. Alv.-Pal. Pal. Velar 
k^ 
g 



The vowel system in Anywa includes six basic vowel qualities, and 
they also occur as either plain or breathy vowels (indicated here as T, 
etc.), except /o/ and /u/, which ore never breathy. Breathy vowels are 
pronounced with the pharynx open and considerable escape of air 
(Ladefoged 1975:122-123). Breathy vowels may also occur either short 
or long, except /ee/, which is always long. There are two diphthongs, 
/ie/ and /ii/, i.e. each of these fills one slot in a CVC, whereas other 
sequences such as oa do not. 

Vowel Chart 



o (rare) 



ee 



a 

plain 



a 

breathy 



The following vowels may occur long (written here as W) : jti, ee* 
(etlways long), aa, 00, and all plain vowels (ii, ee, aa, oo, 00, uu). 



ANYWA 



ExantDles : 








nimera 


'brother /sister' 


pime'ee 


•siblings 


tlio 


'head* 


trro 


'to vork' 


mera 


'my mother' 


- 




meero 


•drunkenness' 


mr^r 


•love' 


man 


•this 


man 


'hatred 


maat^ 


• female ' 


maan 


•women' 


tor 


'dust' 


- 




toor 


'to be absent' 


- 




tor 


'to break' 


- 




t^oot^ 


'woodhorer' 


t^bot^ 


'many 


tuk 


•to stir' 


- 




tuuk 


•to play* 


" 




ciek 


•short' 


citk 


'to close 


£.3. Other 


Features 







Most words in Anywa are monosyllabic, an average of sixty percent, 
according to Keefer (1976: l66). The CVC pattern is the most common, 
but there ore also CV or VC monosyllabic words, and many cases where 
a or o^ is prefixed, and/or a, o^, or £ suffixed. 



Exajffples : 








drel 


'body' 


abtla 


'hut' 


moo 


'flour' 


rb-?o 


'fish' 


ec 


' stomach • 


oto 


'house' 


awal 


' gourd ' 


adirri 


'truth' 


remo 


• blood 







There are no consonant clusters. 



Tone is an important feature of Anywa, both gramatically and, less 
frequently, lexically. It has not been studied extensively, and is not 
indicated in the present orthography. A high and a low tone have been 
recognized (' and ^ respectively). 



Lexical 



an b-yDg5b 
an b-pe5o 



•I shall comb^ 
•I shall spread' 
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ANYWA 

Grajnmatical aA S-n&k kaci *I am being killed by hunger* 

( ' I am hungry * ) 

^ 6-nak kaci *I shall be killed by hunger' 
(I shall be hungry* ) 

Stress in words of more than one syllable is on the stem syllable, or 
the one containing the consonant(s), 

a*wal * r'deo 'remo a'bila ' oto 



If we take some examples from loan words, it would seem that stress can 
be on any syllable: 

* gimmira 'tax* from Amharic f-ftC g^'b+r 

d^a'bappa 'policeman* from Amharic MA"?" zobepfta 

alaatQ'kee'r 'soldier* from Arabic ?al askari 
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